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can do if everybody pulls together and works
together.

I know that a lot of you have really painful
stories now about work you’ve done in your
home that seems to be wiped away and fam-
ily furniture that may be lost forever and a
lot of things that are a very important part
of your past. But I would just urge you not
to lose the optimism, the resilience, the
strength that I have sensed here from all of
you today. Don’t give up. We will look at
the long-term problems that I’ve been asked
to look at. I know this is the second time
this has happened in 10 years, and you’re
getting sick of waiting for the water to come
every time the thunder claps overhead. So
we’ll look at that.

But meanwhile, let’s all pull together and
work together and follow the lead of these
fine young people and the families I had the
privilege to visit with today.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:46 p.m. at the
corner of Tina Way and Elisa Way. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Statement on Passage of the
Congressional Accountability Act of
1995

January 17, 1995

I want to commend the Congress for pass-
ing the Congressional Accountability Act of
1995 today. It is about time that Congress
lived by the same laws it places on the private
sector. Passage of this bill fulfills a campaign
commitment of mine.

However, while this legislation is an im-
portant political reform, it is only the first
step in what must be a greater effort to
change business-as-usual in Washington.
Therefore, I reiterate my call for Congress
to act swiftly on several much needed reform
proposals including real campaign finance re-
form and the gift ban and a strong version
of the line-item veto.

Proclamation 6766—Year of the
Grandparent, 1995
January 17, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The American family has undergone dra-

matic changes in the past few decades. Fami-
lies have felt the effects of a rising divorce
rate, declining birth rate, and an increasingly
fast-paced and complicated economy. At the
same time, Americans are living longer, retir-
ing younger, and taking advantage of more
leisure hours than ever before. Today, ap-
proximately 60 million grandparents in the
United States look forward to spending time
with their families and to enjoying their
much-deserved respite.

Despite the many changes, grandparents
remain an important source of knowledge
and stability in American families. Grand-
parents help us understand the past and en-
courage us to hope for the future. They pre-
serve and strengthen the values we hold most
dear—compassion and generosity, respon-
sibility and tradition. These relationships be-
tween generations have always been central
to the happiness and well-being of young and
old alike.

Households made up of several genera-
tions have increased by more than 50 percent
in the past 25 years, and today, some 3.4 mil-
lion children live in a household headed by
a grandparent. For parents struggling with
issues including substance abuse or teenage
pregnancy, divorce or separation, grand-
parents can be invaluable resources of com-
passion. For children who are abused or ne-
glected, grandparents can be lifesavers. All
too often, grandparents embrace these tre-
mendous responsibilities because no one else
is able. But they also do so out of love, out
of the wisdom that comes from a lifetime
spent learning the importance of family. For
all they teach us and for all they give, we
pledge this year to honor grandparents every-
where.

The Congress, by Public Law 103–368, has
designated 1995 as the ‘‘Year of the Grand-
parent’’ and has authorized and requested
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